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Ring-tailed lemur 


Madagascar is an alternate world, 
where truth seems stranger than 
fiction. It is a geological cast-off 
that responded to isolation by devel- 
oping a unique identity; most of 
its plants and animals are found 
nowhere else on earth. On Wednes- 
day, April 13 at 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
and Thursday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
Walt Anderson will share his trav- 
els through this island that has 
been called “a naturalist’s prom- 
ised land.” Located in the Indian 
Ocean, Madagascar is populated with 
animals whose names seem as exotic 
as their appearances — falanoucs, 
fossas, fanalokas, and 34 species of 
tenrecs — live in a lush environ- 
ment that has developed in isolation 
for more than 50 million years. 
Five endemic families of birds (the 
US has none); more chameleons 
than anywhere else on Earth; and 
all 22 species of lemurs, the noc- 
tural primates whose name means 
ghost, all developed and live here. 
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Walt Anderson feels that a close 
look at nature in Madagascar offers 
a deeply moving emotional experi- 
ence. The wailing chorus of the 
Indri, the largest of the surviving 
lemurs; the graceful ballet of a 
Sifaka; or the prehistoric glare of a 
turret-eyed chameleon bring a 
sense of awe and a reminder that 
this is one world and we are part 
of it. 

Artist, photographer, expedition 
guide, and compelling lecturer, 
Anderson is known to Academy 
members for his involvement with 
preserving California’s Sutter- 
Buttes. Author of “The Sutter 
Buttes: A Naturalist’s View” 
Anderson has led natural history 
trips throughout the world. 


Next month’s Members’ Meet- 
ings on May 11 and 12 offers Dr. 
Clyde Wahrhaftig speaking on 
“The Bay Area’s National Parks: A 
Teaching Resource.’ 


Two Special 
Birthdays 
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John Mutr (right) and John Burroughs 


This month marks two milestones 
in the history of the West — the 
150th birthday of John Muir and 
the 135th anniversary of the 
California Academy of Sciences. 
Both the Sierra Club, which Muir 
founded, and the Academy were 
formed in the 19th century to ex- 
plore the resources of California. 

Muir was born in Scotland on 
April 21, 1838 and when he was 11 
immigrated to Wisconsin with his 
father. When he was 30 he sailed 
to San Francisco and immediately 
asked directions to “the nearest 
way out of town to the wild part 
of the state.’ Muir wanted to see 
the valley he had read about — 
Yosemite; he did and the course of 
his life was set. In 1892 with Muir 
as president the Sierra Club was 
founded to “explore, enjoy, and 
render accessible the mountain 
regions of the Pacific Coast.” 

The California Academy of 
Sciences was founded in 1853 by a 
group of seven prominent San 
Franciscans to study the natural 
environment. The scientific 
research collections of the Acade- 
my have grown from a cabinet of 
curios in an office on Clay Street 
to internationally important hold- 
ings of plants, animals, minerals 
and artifacts. Today more than 
25,000 Academy members support 
research and enjoy the benefits of 
their membership. Unfortunately, 
John Muir was dropped from the 
membership roles of the Academy 
early in this century because of 
non-payment of dues. 

Celebrate your membership this 
month by paying a visit to the 
museum and enjoying the won- 
derful facility that you have 
helped create. 


Special Lectures 


East Africa’s Great Migration: A Natural Wonder of the World 


es 


Migration crossing the Mara River 


Every year, almost like clockwork, 
one and a nalf million wildebeeste 
and a half a million zebra and 
giraffe move in unison across the 


sweeping Serengeti Plains in 
search of fresh grazing lands. This 
cyclic migration between Tanzania 
and Kenya is delicately balanced 


Making dreams into reality was the 
quest of Alan Kesselheim and 
Marypat Zitzer as they paddled 
their canoe 2,000 miles across 
Canada. On Monday, April 25 at 
7:30 p.m. they will share their 
odyssey with Academy members 
at a multi-media presentation in 


Morrison Auditorium. Beginning 
in Jasper, Alberta, they traveled 
northeast across some of the most 
dramatic landscapes in Canada. 
After wintering over in a remote 
cabin near Lake Athabasca, they 
completed their journey at Baker 
Lake in the Northwest Territories 


S. Middleton 


A Year in the North — Across Canada by Canoe 


M. Zitzer 


on the rains that occur twice a 
year, bringing new grass and new 
life to the plains. This massive 
migration will be the focus of a 
slide lecture by photographer and 
naturalist Jonathan Scott on 
Tuesday, April 19 at 7:30 p.m. The 
spectacle of tens of thousands of 
animals massed shoulder to shoulder 
along the banks of the Mara River 
waiting for a willing or accidental 
leader to begin the crossing is a 
sight never to be forgotten. 

Voted “Wildlife Photographer of 
1987” Scott is the author of “The 
Marsh Lions,’ “The Leopard’s 
Tale,’ and “The Great Migration” 
and is currently working on a 
book on the African wild dog. He 
has spent most of the last decade 
in the Masai Mara studying animal 
behavior, drawing and pho- 
tographing. 

Tickets are $4 for members and 
$5 for non-members; all tickets 
will go on sale at the door begin- 
ning at 6:45 p.m. For information 
call (415)750-7219. 


14 months after they began. Ex- 
perienced lecturers, Zitzer and 
Kesselheim will share images of 
traveling through tumultuous 
whitewater, drifting along through 
boreal forests, and capturing 
dramatic close up views of wild- 
life. The program conveys their 
personal odyssey, as well as the 
power and scope of the northern 
wilderness. 

Tickets are $3 for members and 
$4 for non-members. To purchase 
advance tickets send a check pay- 
able to the California Academy of 
Sciences and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: Special 
Lectures Office, Academy of 
Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco, CA 94118. For informa- 
tion call (415)750-7219. 


Two Exhibitions 
Closing Soon 


Two popular exhibitions will be 
closing soon. The last day to see 
“Drylands: The Deserts of North 
America’ will be Sunday, May 8. 
Large color images by photog- 
rapher Philip Hyde show the 
sweeping vistas and dramatic 
details of the great deserts of the 
West proving that these drylands 
are indeed rich in life and beauty. 
Sunday, May 15 is the final day of 
“Space Images: the Art of Chesley 
Bonestell.”’ These paintings of 
other planets and moons are so 
realistic that they appear to be 
photographs; their detail is all the 
more amazing considering Bonestell 
created these images long before 
the first space probes actually 
photographed these worlds. 


Penguins on 
Television 


One of the most popular displays 
in the Academy’s Steinhart Aquari- 
um is the Penguin Environment, 
which opened in 1983 with a 
colony of 16 juvenile Black-footed 
penguins, all born in American 
zoos. Obviously happy in their 
new home, those original resi- 
dents grew into adults and 
produced a total of 37 chicks. 
Little is known about penguin 
parent-chick behavior, but a new 
closed-circuit television monitor- 
ing system focused on two nesting 
boxes will give both visitors and 
penguin biologist, Christina Slager, 
round-the-clock information on 
what happens between parent 
birds and their chick. Who broods 
the eggs, who feeds the chick and 
how often, and how does the pair 
solidify their relationship? Because 
Black-footed penguins are threa- 
tened in their natural habitat off 
the coast of South Africa, breeding 
colonies such as this are vital to 
understanding their behavior. 

The new monitoring system was 
made possible in part by a grant 
from the Institute of Museum 
Services, a Federal agency that 
offers conservation project sup- 
port to the nation’s museums. 


Kitka Brings Joyful Baltic Music to 
Morrison Planetarium 


Kitka Eastern European Womens Chorus 


Kitka Eastern European Womens 
Chorus brings the energy and 
charm of the Balkans to the Acade- 
my’s Morrison Planetarium on 
Tuesday, April 19 at 8:00 p.m. 
Singing in Bulgarian, Serbo Croatian, 
Russian, Hungarian, Czech, Ukranian 
and Albanian, Kitka’s repertoire 
ranges from lyrical village duets to 
complex arrangements of modern 
Balkan composers. Kitka’s stun- 
ning dissonant harmonies and 
haunting melodies unlike anything 
in Western musical tradition cap- 
ture and recreate the true ethnic 
sound of these cultures, bringing 
out the fine differences in vocal 
styling from region to region and 
country to country. They have 
been described as “immensely 
entertaining. Their joy in this 


Last Call for 
young 
Photographers 


May 1 is the last day for photog- 
raphers 18 and under to submit 
their best work to the 6th Annual 
Photography Contest for Young 
People. A panel of judges will 
select winning photographs, many 
of which will be on display at the 
Academy during the summer. The 
contest is sponsored by the 
California Academy of Sciences 
and KRON-TV. For complete rules 
call the Junior Academy at 
(415)750-7100. 


music shines forth. The harmo- 
nies, both odd and beautiful, are 
riveting... It is deeply satisfying to 
hear Kitka.” This concert is part of 
the Spring Concert Series in Mor- 
rison Planetarium. The series has 
presented music from cultures 
around the world and will con- 
clude on May 17 with a perfor- 
mance of Mariachi San Jose. 

Tickets for each concert are $6 
for members and $8 for non- 
members. Tickets may be pur- 
chased in advance by sending a 
check payable to the California 
Academy of Sciences and a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope to: 
Morrison Planetarium, Academy of 
Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco, Ca 94118. For informa- 
tion call (415)750-7127. 


A Special Evening 


On April 6 the Academy and the 
deYoung and Asian Museums will 
again be open free until 8:45 p.m. 
The Academy will be paying special 
tribute to “Drylands”’ the dramatic 
exhibition of desert photographs 
which closes on May 8. Special 
Science in Action talks featuring 
animals of the desert begin at 6:30 
p.m. and the Wet Your Whistle Bar 
offers refreshments and live music 
from 5:00 p.m. through the even- 
ing. This opportunity to visit the 
museums in Golden Gate Park in 
the quiet evening hours is made 
possible by a grant from Mrs. 
Marriner S. Eccles. 


All the World’s 
On Stage for 
Traditional Arts 


The weekly Traditional Arts pro- 
grams bring the cultural traditions 
of the world to the stage in Wattis 
Hall. The programs offer the op- 
portunity for Bay Area residents to 
share some part of their native cul- 
ture with visitors to the Academy. 
Traditional Arts demonstrations 
are Offered free after admission to 
the museum because of a grant 
from the Paul L. and Phyllis Wattis 
Foundation. All programs begin at 
1:00 p.m. 


Allantic Bridge 


April 2 —Jane Rothfield and Allan 
Carr are a talented duo known as 
Atlantic Bridge who capture the 
soul of Scottish music with their 
repertoire of ancient ballads and 
instrumental tunes on fiddle, ban- 
jo, guitar and mandolin. 

April 9 — Oscar Toback demon- 
strates handsewn sailmaking tech- 
niques. Born in the Bronx, Mr. 
Toback started as a journeyman 
apprentice in 1939 in the Brook- 
lyn Navy Yard and worked on a 
Navy supply ship during World 
War II making canvas gun covers. 

April 16 — The audience is in- 
vited to join Sandi Morey in sing- 
ing three-part harmony rounds, 
canons and catches, popular as a 
recreational activity in England 
(especially in ale houses) from the 
14th to 18th centuries. 

April 23 — No Program 

April 30 — A master of illusion, 
Steve Ringel focuses on the tradi- 
tional skills of sleight of hand, 
disappearance tricks, and other 
baffling mysteries. A magician all 
his life, Ringel learned the art of 
magic from his father. 


Wild and Wonderful 


Western Australia — August 16 - September 5 


Leaders: Dr. and Mrs. Frank Talbot 


Explore rarely-visited regions of 
Australia’s northwest coast while 
cruising in comfort aboard the 
thirty-passenger Kimberly Ex- 
plorer. The starkly rugged coast- 
line of basalt promontories, 
sandstone cliffs, deep inlets, and 
tidal waterfalls can be explored in 
seaworthy zodiacs. 

This largely untouched section 
of the coast is a birdwatcher’s 
paradise, inhabited by sulphur- 
crested cockatoos, crested terns, 
brown boobies, and both pied 
and black oystercatchers, to name 
a few of the abundant species. 
Wallabies and their cousins the eu- 
ros scamper from view and salt- 
water crocodiles slip silently 
beneath the water as our zodiacs 
glide across inland waterways. The 
coral reefs of offshore islands offer 
yet another colorful world to 
explore. 


Vivid examples of prehistoric 


Other 1988 Expeditions: 


Alaska: Land of the Midnight Sun 
June 20-July 4 
Leader: Dr. David Kavanaugh 


The Land of Genghis Khan: 
Mongolia and Siberia 
(Wait list only) 

June 9-July 1 

Leader: Dr. Robert Drewes 


Beyond the North Cape 
Edinburgh to Spitsbergen 
June 24-July 13 

Leader: Beth Dunbar 


Kenya Safari Adventure 
August 14-29 
Leader: Jens Vindum 


rock art by Aboriginal ancestors 
can be seen on Bigge Island, and 
at Mission Cove Wanumbal 
Aboriginals welcome the group to 
take part in a traditional gathering 
called a “corroborree.’ 

An optional extension features 
the stromatolites of Sharks Bay 
(sometimes referred to as “living 
fossils” as they are also found in 
rocks from 3.5 billion years ago), 
and the friendly dolphins of 
Monkey Mia Beach. 

Dr. Frank Talbot is Executive 
Director of the Academy and an 
Ichthyologist specializing in coral 
reefs; Sue Talbot is a Marine Biolo- 
gist whose work focuses on inver- 
tebrates. The Talbots resided and 
pursued their research interests in 
Australia before relocating to San 
Francisco. Costs are $5410 for land 
and cruise; $1728 for airfare. For 
information call the Academy’s 
Travel Office at (415)750-7222. 


Indians of America’s Southwest 
August 27-September 11 
Leader: Dr. Linda Cordell 


Galapagos: The Enchanted Isles 
October 3-19 
Leader: Dr. Robert Drewes 


Yucatan: Land of the Maya 
November 4-17 
Leader: Dr. John Carlson 


For information on Academy 
expeditions call the Academy’s 
Travel Office at (415)750-7222. 
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Past, Present & Future 


HE ACADEMY'S ALL NEW 
STEINHART AQUARIUM VIDEO MAGAZINE... 


A very special half-hour of entertainment & education. 


The Living Museum 

A detailed, beautifully 
photographed tour of the 
world - renowned Steinhart 
collection of aquatic life, 
amphibians and reptiles. 


aa 


The early days... the 1906 
disaster... 1960's lost film 
discovered... building new 
exhibits and a preview of the 
future. 


The Aquatic Spaceship | The Science 

Like man in space, delicately Behind the scenes, Academy 
balanced environments are scientists and researchers 
artificially maintained forthe | unravel mysteries and catalog 
Aquarium's more than 14,000 | the amazing diversity of life 
inhabitants. on our planet. 


Ihe Catalog 

A Video catalog of some of the 
rare, curious and colorful 
animals that live at the 
Academy's Steinhart 
Aquarium. 


ORDER FORM 


PLEASE SEND -~——COPIES OF THE STEINHART AQUARIUM DIDEO MAGAZINE @ $14.95 EA. 


Make check payable to "Aquarium Video" 


and mail to: 
Copyls) @ $14.95 = 


Aquarium LWideo Tau (Cal. sales tax) 
PO Bou 78190 Shipping (ea.) @ $ 1.00 
San Francisco, CA 94107? 


(VHS only) * Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery * A publication of VOC Video Magazine 
© 1986 Video Development Corp. * 123 Townsend « Suite 220 © San Francisco, CA 94107 415 821-1706 


First Time On Video 


FOR 
ACADEMY 
MEMBERS ONLY 


ill retail for $19.95) 
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‘THIS ALL NEW VIDEO CASSETTE is packed with memorable images that capture the 


excitement and mystery of the underwater world of the Steinhart Aquarium at the 


Academy of Sciences... Includes a guided tour 
narrated by Dr. John E. McCosker, and much more. 


A Touch of Class 


The Academy’s Adult Education 
Department offers fascinating 
classes to keep members in touch 
with the natural world. On April 
27 both experienced and budding 
scientists can focus on keeping 
their equipment in perfect order 
in “Microscope Maintenance.’ 
‘““Mollusks in Motion” on Wednes- 
days from May 4 to 25 offers a 
quick paced look at some of the 
most dazzling creatures on earth. 
And just in time to prepare for the 
Opening of the new coral reef tank 
in the Aquarium, “The Living 
Coral Reef” on Tuesdays from May 
3 to 17 takes a look at these living 
condominiums of the sea. 

For a memorable experience 
that also contributes to science, 
join a research team studying Pere- 
grine falcons in the canyons of 
Utah. Lend your time and eagle 
eyes to this project, while enjoy- 
ing the splendid natural history 
and intriguing archaeological ruins 
in the red rock canyons from June 
11-20 or June 24-July 3. For infor- 
mation call the Education Office 
at (415)750-7100. 


Beyond the 
Milky Way 


Whirling spiral galaxies, celestial 
clusters containing billions of 
galaxies, and mysterious systems 
that seem to have gigantic black 
holes at their cores lie beyond our 
Milky Way.Discover the latest find- 
ings about distant edges of our 
universe that were unknown to 
astronomers until the 20th century 
at “Beyond the Milky Way,’ in the 
Academy’s Morrison Planetarium 
through June 12. Sky shows can 
be seen on weekdays at 2:00 p.m. 
and weekends at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 
and 4:00 p.m. Members should 
check in at the Planetarium Box 
Office at least ten minutes before 
the show to be assured of a seat. 

“Exploring the Skies of the Sea- 
son” on weekends at noon reveals 
the spring skies with the constella- 
tions of Cancer, Leo and Virgo 
prominent and Venus at its most 
spectacular. 


Special Programs 


Toxics in the 
Environment: What 
Science Can Tell Us 


Toxic substances in the environ- 
ment are a source of widespread 
public concern. How much ofa 
threat to humans and other spe- 
cies is posed by toxic substances 
found in the environment in 
Northern California? An interdis- 
ciplinary symposium “Assessing 
the Risks From Toxics in the 
Northern California Environment: 
What Science Can Tell Us” will be 
held on Friday, April 8 and Satur- 
day, April 9 at the Academy from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Speakers 
representing public and private 
agencies from throughout the 
United States will present case 
studies of various toxic substances, 
recommend guidelines for their 
use, and offer methods for assess- 
ing and managing their risks. The 
symposium is sponsored by the 
California Academy of Sciences, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the Northern Califor- 
nia Chapter of the Society for Risk 
Analysis. 

Tickets are $60 for Academy 
members; $30 for students with a 
photocopy of student ID card; and 
$100 for non-members. Seating is 
limited so register early. Make 
checks payable to the California 
Academy of Sciences and send 
them to: Toxic Symposium, 
California Academy of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
CA 94118. For information call 
(415)750-7217. 


Film Premier and 
Reception 


Jf 


The West Coast premiere of the 
film ‘Research to Protect the 
Tropics” and a reception honoring 
its release will be held at the 
Academy on Tuesday, April 26 at 
6:00 p.m. The film, which is nar- 
rated by Lloyd Bridges, documents 
the intensive timely work being 
done in Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecu- 
ador, and Honduras to save the ir- 
replaceable life in the tropical 
forests. The film screening and 
reception in Steinhart Aquarium 
are sponsored by the California 
Academy of Sciences and the 
Organization for Tropical Studies, 
a consortium of 44 universities in 
the United States and Costa Rica 
formed to apply scientific exper- 
tise to tropical problems. 

Tickets for the film and recep- 
tion are $12.50 per person. For 
reservations send a check payable 
to the California Academy of 
Sciences to: Special Events Office, 
Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, CA 94118. 
Reservations must be received by 
April 19; sorry, telephone reserva- 
tions cannot be accepted. 


Poetry in Motion for Young Audiences 


The Pacific Poetry Ensemble offers 
a special program for youngsters 
on Sunday, April 24 at 1:00 p.m. 
To expand young persons’ under- 
standing of poetry, the group takes 
a highly-charged theatrical leap 
into the rhythms and meanings of 
language to prove to youngsters 
that “Poetry is words that sing.’ 


Young Audiences, Inc. is a non- 
profit organization which spon- 
sors performing arts programs for 
children. The entire family is wel- 
come at these free, informal 
presentations. Young Audiences’ is 
sponsored by the McKesson Foun- 
dation, Inc. and the S.F. Hotel Tax 
Fund/Grants For The Arts. 


Printing and typography by Graphic Arts of Marin, Inc. 
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April at the Academy 5 Wildflowers are 


blooming at the 
« i pS Academy Store! In 
Drylands” through May 8 the spirit of spring, 


“Space Visions” through May 15 ( . an array of floral 


Continuing exhibitions: 


2 Traditional Arts — Scottish music 1:00 p.m. WILDFLOWERS § PP PRATER Ah 


4 Happy 135th Birthday to the Academy! O7 jewelry are available 
6 Free First Wednesday 10 a.m. to 8:45 p.m. ie in the Academy Store 


8-9 Symposium on Toxics 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. to enhance the 
Splendors of the 
Season. 


9 Traditional Arts — sailmaking 1:00 p.m. 
13. Members’ Meetings “Madagascar” 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
14 Members’ Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
16 Traditional Arts — English music 1:00 p.m. 


E. Marks 


19 Kitka in Morrison Planetarium 8:00 p.m. 
19 Lecture “The Great Migration” 7:30 p.m. 


24 Young Audiences — Pacific Poetry Ensemble Lookin g Ahead to Ma y 
1:00 p.m. 


25 Lecture “Across Canada by Canoe” 7:30 p.m. 
26 Film on Tropics and Reception 6:00 p.m. 
30. Traditional Arts — magic 1:00 p.m. 


11 Members’ Meetings “Bay Area National Parks”’ 
2:00 and 7:30 p.m. 


12 Members’ Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
17 Mariachi San Jose in Planetarium 


